
 
The John Howard Memorial EMC Education Grant 

Call for Proposals – Deadline April 6, 2026 
 
The IEEE EMC Society will award up to $10,000 in 2026 to enable an organization to create non-profit 
educational activities and resources that give practicing and student engineers opportunities to learn 
about EMC. Grants can be used for a wide variety of educational activities. Past awardees have used 
funds to develop online EMC tutorials, purchase lab equipment, perform educational outreach, develop 
EMC educational materials, hold EMC workshops, and more. Proposers can request up to $5k for a one-
year grant or $10k for a two-year grant ($5k/yr). Details are provided below. 
 
Proposal Guidelines 
 
The John Howard Memorial EMC Education Grant supports non-profit activities that improve 
educational opportunities in EMC. There are a broad range of activities that might meet this goal and be 
worthy of funding by the grant. Possible examples might include development of a university course, 
support for lab equipment if part of development of a larger sustained educational activity, non-profit 
educational activities, outreach activities, laboratory experiments, online video demonstrations, open 
source texts or software, workshops, and more. Grants cannot be used to support travel, for-profit 
activities, speaker fees, or indirect costs. A major consideration for making an award is the impact the 
grant will have on the EMC profession and EMC Society members, in terms of number of students 
served, the overall duration of the impact, the number of institutions or regions served, the novelty of the 
developed capabilities, etc. The need for funding and the ability to leverage the relatively small funding 
provided by the EMC Society with funds provided from other sources is also considered when 
determining potential impact, as a small amount of funds provided to an institution with high need or 
funds leveraged to bring in much larger funding could have a larger overall impact on the EMC 
community than when spent elsewhere.  
 
Awards will be made as a one-year grant of up to $5,000, or as a two-year grant of up to $10,000/yr. In 
the case of a 2-year grant, $5,000 is awarded in the first year and an additional $5,000 in the second year 
– contingent on milestones achieved as given in an end-of-year report and approval by the Educational 
Committee. 
 
Applicants should submit the following: 
 

1) A 3-5 page proposal describing the educational enhancement activity. Proposals should include a 
description of the need, objectives, materials to be purchased, planned outcomes, planned 
impact/benefits, and milestones to be accomplished at the end of year 1, and of year 2 for a 2-
year grant. Any cost-share or other expected leveraging of funds (if included) should be 
described. A description of existing infrastructure, personnel, partnerships, or other resources 
that could make the grant a success could also be helpful. 

2) A budget, with a short justification of each item and its cost. A proposal for a 2-year grant 
should separate budgets out for years 1 and 2. 

3) Appropriate letters of support demonstrating that the proposed activity is supported and has a 
good chance of success. For example, if the activity is done within a University then a support 
letter from the department chair or other administrators may be helpful in demonstrating that the 
necessary time and other resources will be made available to the project. If done in cooperation 
with an IEEE chapter, then a letter from the chapter chair could be helpful.  Etc.  

4) CV/resume for major personnel.  
5) An appendix, if needed, for quotes for equipment, example materials, etc. 

 
While each proposal will be evaluated according to its own unique contributions, the selection 
committee will be paying particular attention to the clarity of the proposal, the relance and impact of the 



proposed activity to the EMC Society and profession (for example to the applicant’s institution, to the 
region, on number of students or geographical regions served, on the length of impact, leveraging of 
funds, etc.), and to the availability of resources and support to make proposed activity successful, and the 
overall likelihood the activity can be carried out successfully. 
 
Application Deadline: April 6, 2026 
 
Proposals will be accepted until the application deadline. Awardees will be selected by a subcommittee 
of the EMC Educational Committee and approved by the EMC Society Board of Directors. Award 
decisions are typically announced in August with grants beginning in September. Awardees will be 
recognized at the IEEE International Symposium on EMC and SIPI. Grantees will be expected to submit 
a 3-5 page report summarizing progress toward milestones at the end of year 1 and at the end of the 
grant. 
 
Applications and questions can be sent to Daryl Beetner, daryl@mst.edu, the University Grant 
Committee chairman.  


